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STEP — Investments in the Development and
Production of Critical Technologies

The main objective of the Call is to support the development and
production of critical technologies of strategic importance to Europe, in
line with the objectives of the Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform
(STEP). The Call focuses in particular on safeguarding and strengthening
value chains linked to the development and production of critical
technologies.

TIMETABLE

Submission of applications for support:

e 17 July 2026 — 15 October 2026

KEY SECTORS

e Digital technologies and deep-tech innovation — advanced semiconductor technologies, artificial intelligence
technologies, quantum technologies, advanced connectivity, navigation and digital technologies, advanced
sensing technologies, robotics and autonomous systems.

e Clean and resource-efficient technologies include clean and resource-efficient technologies within the meaning
of Article 4 of the Net-Zero Industry Act, as well as net-zero technologies® in the following areas: solar
technologies, onshore wind energy and offshore renewable energy technologies, battery and energy storage
technologies, heat pump and geothermal energy technologies, hydrogen technologies, sustainable biogas and
biomethane technologies, carbon capture and storage technologies, electricity grid technologies, nuclear
fission energy technologies, sustainable alternative fuels technologies, hydropower technologies, other
renewable energy technologies, energy-efficiency technologies related to energy systems, renewable fuels of
non-biological origin technologies, biotechnology solutions for climate and energy applications, transformative
industrial technologies for decarbonisation, CO, transport and utilisation technologies, wind and electric
propulsion technologies for transport, other nuclear technologies, advanced materials, manufacturing and

L REGULATION (EU) 2024/1735 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 13 June 2024 establishing a
framework of measures for strengthening Europe’s net-zero technology manufacturing ecosystem and amending Regulation
(EU) 2018/1724



recycling technologies, technologies essential to sustainability, such as water purification and desalination, and
circular economy technologies.

Biotechnologies, including medicinal products — DNA/RNA, proteins and other molecules, cell and tissue culture
and engineering, process biotechnology techniques, gene and RNA vectors, bioinformatics, nanobiotechnology.

Defence technologies — the term “defence technologies” used in the STEP Regulation refers to technologies
incorporated into defence products or essential for the development and production of defence products listed
in the Annex to Directive 2009/43/EC (9)2, which corresponds to the Common Military List of the European
Union. For the purposes of the STEP Platform, the latest version of the list published in the Official Journal shall

apply.

These also include technologies related to the priority capability areas identified by the European Council on 6
March 20253, namely air and missile defence, artillery and precision strike, missiles and ammunition, drones
and counter-drone systems, strategic enablers, cybersecurity, artificial intelligence and electronic warfare,
military mobility, land warfare, naval warfare, air warfare, and healthcare, including medical countermeasures.

APPLICANT

-

The applicant must be either a natural person engaged in business or a legal entity, must have been assigned
a Czech Company Identification Number (I€0), and must be authorised to carry on business®.

No later than the date of submission of the final payment application, the applicant must be
authorised to carry out the business activity® corresponding to the economic activity in which the project is
implemented;

According to its statutory declaration,® the applicant has not relocated to the establishment where the initial
investment for which aid is requested is to take place during the two years preceding the application for aid,
and undertakes not to do so for two years after completion of that investment.

If the applicant is a legal entity, it has provided the information required under Section 14(3)(e) of Act

No. 218/2000 Coll., on Budgetary Rules and Amending Certain Related Acts, as amended (the “Budgetary Rules
Act”), namely:

o it has entered information in IS KP21+ identifying the persons acting on behalf of the applicant, indicating
whether they act as its statutory body or under a power of attorney;

o the beneficial owners of the legal entity have been entered in the Register of Beneficial Owners under Act
No. 37/2021 Coll.; compliance with this condition will be verified by the intermediate body;

2 DIRECTIVE 2009/43/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 6 May 2009 simplifying terms and
conditions of transfers of defence-related products within the Community

3 See: https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6-2025-INIT/cs/pdf

4 This means a trade authorisation or another authorisation to do business under the relevant legislation, unless otherwise
stated in the Rules for Applicants and Beneficiaries under OP TAC — Specific Part.

> In the application submitted via IS KP21+, the applicant has entered the CZ-NACE code under which the project is
implemented and which corresponds to the activity recorded in the public registers. The registered CZ-NACE code must not
be included in the Annex to the Call entitled “Unsupported CZ-NACE Codes”.

6 “Relocation” means the transfer of the same or a similar activity, or part of such an activity, from an establishment in one
Contracting Party to the EEA Agreement (the original establishment) to an establishment in which the aided investment takes
place in another Contracting Party to the EEA Agreement (the aided establishment). A transfer is deemed to have taken place
if the product or service in the original and aided establishments serves at least partly the same purposes and meets the
requirements or needs of the same type of customers, and if jobs are lost in the same or a similar activity at one of the
beneficiary’s original establishments in the EEA.
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https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6-2025-INIT/cs/pdf

o it has entered information in IS KP21+ identifying the entities in which the applicant holds an interest, and
the amount of that interest;

o in the statutory declaration attached to the application for aid, it has confirmed that, on the date of
submission of the application, its beneficial owner is neither a citizen of, nor resident in, any state or
jurisdiction included in the current EU list of non-cooperative jurisdictions for tax purposes approved by
the Council of the European Union’;

o in the statutory declaration attached to the application for aid, it has confirmed that, if the applicant has
an ownership and control structure under the legislation governing the Register of Beneficial Owners which
includes foreign legal entities or foreign legal arrangements, those legal entities are not established, and
those legal arrangements are not administered, in any state or jurisdiction included, on the date of
submission of the application, in the current EU list of non-cooperative jurisdictions for tax purposes
approved by the Council of the European Union8;

According to its statutory declaration, the applicant is not in liquidation.

According to its statutory declaration, the applicant has been registered as an income tax payer in the Czech
Republic for a continuous period of at least two taxable periods® preceding the date of submission of the
application for aid.

TERRITORIAL ELIGIBILITY

Eligible area: The Czech Republic, excluding the City of Prague.

For the purposes of assessing local eligibility, the decisive factor is not the registered office of the applicant or
beneficiary, but the actual place where the project is implemented, i.e. the area where the project is physically
carried out and where project expenditure is incurred.

MAIN CONDITIONS OF THE CALL

The project must comply with the EU's horizontal policies and their underlying principles. In particular,
compliance must be ensured with:

o the principles of non-discrimination (especially non-discrimination on grounds of race, gender, religion or
belief, ethnic origin, disability, age or sexual orientation);

o the principles of sustainable development;
o the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union;

o environmental legislation, for which the applicant submits a statutory declaration.
The project objectives must be consistent with the objectives of the operational programme and the Call.

The applicant must score at least 5 points in the simplified economic assessment, which reflects its financial
health.

The project, its activities and its outputs must not cause significant harm to environmental objectives within
the meaning of Article 17 of Regulation (EU) 2020/852 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18

7 The list of non-cooperative jurisdictions for tax purposes is updated twice a year, usually in October and February. Any
changes are published by the Ministry of Finance in the Financial Bulletin: https://www.mfcr.cz/cs/dane-a-
ucetnictvi/financnizpravodaj.

8 2 Ditto previous footnote.

° This means taxable periods under Section 16b for natural persons and Section 21a for legal entities of Act No. 586/1992
Coll., on Income Taxes.
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June 2020 on the establishment of a framework to facilitate sustainable investment and amending Regulation
(EU) 2019/2088 (the “Taxonomy Regulation”);

Infrastructure investments must meet the climate resilience requirement under Article 73(2) of Regulation (EU)
2021/1060 of the European Parliament and of the Council'l. Infrastructure investments with an expected
lifetime of at least five years must have been climate proofed in accordance with Article 73(2)(j) of Regulation
(EU) 2021/1060 laying down common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European
Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion Fund, the Just Transition Fund and the European Maritime, Fisheries and
Aquaculture Fund;

Applications for aid will not be approved at the formal requirements and eligibility assessment stage if the
applicant has already submitted an identical active project under OP TAC, in any project status up to and
including PP31, unless the applicant has withdrawn from that project. An identical project means a project with
the same place of implementation, down to municipality level, and comparable eligible expenditure relating to
identical or only slightly modified activities aimed at achieving the same project purpose. The purpose of this
provision is to prevent budget resources from being blocked by the resubmission of unfinished projects in
identical or only slightly modified form.

ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURE

Investment costs in tangible and intangible fixed assets, including technology, software, data and intellectual
property rights under Article 14 GBER:

Tangible fixed assets, including technical improvements, and intangible fixed assets must:

be included in the assets of the undertaking receiving the aid and used for the aided project for at least five
years, or three years in the case of SMEs;

be new;
be depreciable assets;

be used exclusively in the establishment for which the aid is granted.

FORM AND AMOUNT OF AID

A grant of between CZK 5 million *? and CZK 250 million may be awarded per project.

The aid will be paid in accordance with the “Rules for the Co-financing of the European Regional Development
Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion Fund, the Just Transition Fund, the European Maritime,
Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund, the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Internal Security Fund and
the Instrument for Financial Support for Border Management and Visa Policy for the 2021-2027 Programming
Period”. It will be paid retrospectively after completion of the project or of an individual project stage, where
the project has been divided into stages in accordance with the Rules for Applicants and Beneficiaries under OP
TAC — General Part, provided that the conditions set out in the Decision have been fulfilled.

The beneficiary must secure funding for the expenditure required to implement the project, including VAT.

10 See the form for verifying compliance with the Do No Significant Harm (DNSH) principle and for climate proofing of
infrastructure

11 See the form for verifying compliance with the Do No Significant Harm (DNSH) principle and for climate proofing of
infrastructure

12 Applicable at the selection committee approval stage.
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e Aid may not be granted for the same project expenditure for which other public funding has already been or
will be granted, including Union funding managed centrally by Union institutions, agencies, joint undertakings
or other Union bodies and not directly or indirectly controlled by Member States.

e Agrant may not be awarded to a beneficiary that has an outstanding recovery order issued following a previous
Commission decision declaring aid received from a provider in the Czech Republic to be unlawful and
incompatible with the internal market.

AID INTENSITY AND FINANCING STRUCTURE!?

Small enterprise ‘ Medium-sized enterprise Large enterprise
North-West 75% 70% 60%
North-East 60% 50% 40%
Central Moravia 60% 50% 40%
Moravian-Silesian Region 70% 60% 50%
Central Bohemia — Mlada 40% 30% 20%

Boleslav, Beroun, Prague-
West, Nymburk, Kolin,
Pribram, Benesov, Kutna Hora

Central Bohemia — Kladno, 50% 40% 30%
Rakovnik, Mélnik

South-West — Rokycany, 40% 30% 20%
Plzen, Plzen-South, Domatlice,
Klatovy, Pisek, Tabor,
Strakonice, Ceské Budéjovice,
JindfichQv Hradec, Prachatice,
Cesky Krumlov

South-West — Plzen-North, 50% 40% 30%
Tachov
South-East 40% 30% 20%

13 This chapter shows the EU contribution. The remaining financing will be covered from the beneficiary’s own resources.
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